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Christian Homes &  
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For Children  

Stephenville, TX 
 

Sunny Glen  

Children’s Home 

San Benito, TX 

(This is an older article from 2015, but still holds true today) 
 

The theme of the month is “If I could go back 20 years…” but if I went back 20 
years, I’d have been 12. And there’s really not much to say to a 12 year old like I was, 
so I’ll fast forward to when I was ready to get married. We were young– I was 18, he 
was 20– and everyone seemed to have an opinion on whether or not we should be getting 
married. Since we were getting married with or without their approval, most had some 
kind of advice for us. Some of the happiest married couples we knew turned out to 
have also been married young and we treasured their advice. Even with all the counsel 
and direction we received, there are still a couple of things I would want to tell my 
younger self. It isn’t P.C. or “enlightened” or modern. I might not have even listened. 
But if I could go back, here’s a few pointers I’d hand to my 18 year old, bright-faced, 
lost-in-wedded-bliss self. 

House cleaning isn’t just for when company is coming. The last minute, whirlwind 
kind of cleaning is really the only kind I was familiar with. Even with just two of us, dishes 
were piled in the sink, papers littered the floor, clothes were rarely hanging where they 
ought and general chaos reigned. If I’m honest with myself, I was lazy about the whole 
thing. More than that, I was disdainful of house keeping. I thought it was beneath me 
as an intelligent woman of the modern world in a modern marriage. If he wanted the 
dishes done, he could do them himself. Why should I have to do those things? It’s his 
house too! 

The crux of it is this: Titus 2:3-5 says the older women should encourage the 
younger to be workers at home. Laying aside debates about whether or not a woman 
can have a career, one thing it means for sure: we should be workers at home. So who 
says that the dishes are my job? Why should I be the one to clean up around the 
house? Here it is… BECAUSE GOD SAID SO. I know… that hurts our modern feelings. 
Hurt mine too. But it says what it says and I only have two choices: obey or don’t. Can 
my husband do the laundry sometimes? Sure! But I need to see it as a favor done for 
me, not as him just doing his part. 

I would share this advice with my younger self not only so that I could be in 
obedience to God sooner, but also for the practical benefits. A clean place is simply 
more enjoyable than a messy one. There’s pride in accomplishment when you take 
chaos (which is inevitable) and turn it to order. If the kitchen is clean, a 30-minute-meal 
can actually be accomplished in 30 minutes (no need to tack on an additional 45 
minutes for getting the kitchen into a workable state). Now that we have kids, I can see 
a big difference in their behavior when the house is orderly vs. when it’s messy (chaos 
breeds chaos). 

It would have been so much easier to put these habits into place before we had 
five little ones underfoot. If I had basic housekeeping habits in place back then, perhaps 
now the workload wouldn’t threaten to swallow me whole and I could spend more time 
enjoying my children. If I could go back, I would tell my younger self that a show home 
isn’t necessary or even desirable, but an orderly house is a tremendous blessing to 
everyone. 

Take care of him. I must admit (shamefully) that I have been a scoffer. I have 
scoffed at the idea of being that kind of wife. You know the kind… she presses her 
husband’s shirts– 2 or 3 so he has a choice– double checks to make sure all the 
buttons are still there and his pants are creased just right. She carefully suggests the 
times for ladies’ gatherings because she needs to get home and fix dinner for her 
husband. It’s uncommon, but if she must be out at dinner time, she makes his food, 
covers it with plastic wrap, tops it with a note on how to warm it, and puts it in the fridge 
for him right next to a fresh batch of sweet tea– cup and a third of sugar, just how he 
likes it. She fixes her hair and retouches her makeup before he comes in the door. 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man.”-Ecclesiastes 12:13 
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For a long time, I have rolled my eyes at 
all these things, dismissing these ladies as simple 
relics of the past, women who bowed to their 
society’s non-liberated ideals with little to offer 
me in my modern marriage. But a recent realization 
stopped my eye rolling. 

Pressing his shirts, checking his buttons 
and creasing his pants aren’t done because she 
is a slave to others’ opinions of her husband; 
she’s pressing love into the shirts and helping him 
put his best foot forward (Proverbs 31:23). Setting 
events to revolve away from dinner time isn’t 
done because he isn’t capable of making his 
dinner; she’s showing care for him (Philippians 
2:3). Food in the fridge with a note isn’t placed 
there because otherwise he’ll be mad; she’s telling 
him that even when she isn’t there he is loved 
and thought of. The sweet tea is made just to his 
liking because it makes him smile. She fixes 
herself up before his arrival for the same reason 
she did when they were dating: she wants him to 
think she’s beautiful (Proverbs 31:22). It’s all part 
of an unspoken language. Translated, she’s saying 
that she respects him (Ephesians 5:33). 

If I could go back and give some advice to 
myself as a newlywed, it would boil down to this: 
look to the older ladies and do your best to imitate 
them. They know what they’re doing. It isn’t 
oppression or misogyny that causes them to do 
what they do. It’s a combination of obedience to 
God and wisdom. 

Here’s a bit of a disclaimer before I sign 
off. Dear sister, don’t read between the lines and 
think I’m trying to send us back to 1950. Turning 
yourself into a Stepford Wife won’t help. This is a 
heart matter. If you don’t want to be a servant to 
your husband and family, the outward show of it 
won’t do the trick. Marital harmony will never be 
yours if you iron shirts with a grumble, stuff 
sandwiches into the fridge muttering under your 
breath, and sweep with disdain for the chore in 
your heart. This article is about a change in 
perspective. Maybe like me, you swallowed a lot 
of hooey and believed that these “woman’s work” 
tasks were just tasks. Maybe like me, you’ve 
believed that a high IQ and years of education 
puts you above such menial labor. Consider praying 
about it. Talk to an older lady whose marriage 
you admire. Watch and observe without judgment. 
You just might find that a change in perspective 
would do you good. 

 

Erynn SprouseErynn is the author of  Perfected (A Study of 
Hebrews). She and her husband. (2015, December 
28). Because God Said So. Come Fill Your Cup. 
https://comefillyourcup.com/2015/12/29/because-god
-said-so/ 



 

8/25Amand� & Natali� 

9/1-Victori� & Josephin� 

8-Trac� & Gayl� 

15-Brian� & Brittn# 

22-Nichol� & Brend� 

29Amand� & Natali� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*W� ar� i& nee' o( 
mor� ladie) t* hel+ i& 
th� nurser�. I( yo/ 

woul' lik� t* b� o& th� 
nurser� lis3, pleas� 
contac3 th� offic�. 

Than6 yo/! 

Augus3/Septembe:  Nurser� 

August/September Cleaning Calendar 
• May be done any time before the next Sunday. 

• Please consult with your team leader for further questions.  

ORDER OF SERVICE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST  18, 2024 
 

♦ANNOUNCEMENTS: ANDRÉ PETTAWAY  

♦1ST PRAYER: TOM HOLUBEC 

♦SONG: IVAN MCINTOSH 

SCRIPTURE READING: ADAM ZAK 

♦SONG: IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦SERMON: PHIL MCINTOSH 

♦INVITATION SONG: IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦SONG BEFORE COMMUNION:  

  IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦COMMUNION: 

  PAUL PORTLEY & KINGSFORD ASARE 

♦SONG: IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦OFFERING:  

  PAUL PORTLEY & KINGSFORD ASARE 

♦CLOSING SONG: IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦CLOSING PRAYER: ZACK PETTIES  

♦AUDIO/VISUAL: PATRICK SELLERS/JUELZ 
MCKENZIE 

♦SECURITY: BRUCE BROWN & ROGER DEEM 

♦NURSERY: 

  AMANDA PETTIES & NATALIE FISHER 
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8/25-TEAM  
KINGSFORD 

Kim-Marie 

Jaden 

Gaylen  
Nichole 

 

9/1-TEAM PHIL 

Michelle 

Beverly 

Josephine 

 

8-TEAM LEE 

Natalie 

Ken 

Adam 

Nicole 

 

15-TEAM ROGER 

Patrick  
Brenda 

Linda 

Alexis 

 

22-TEAM ZACK 

Amanda 

Diedre 

Paul 
Rubye 

 

29-TEAM  
KINGSFORD 

Kim-Marie 

Jaden 

Gaylen  
Nichole 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP JIM DUKES TO & 

FROM SERVICES: 

If you can help with transportation, please sign up in the 

foyer on the week you are able to. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

Sunday AM: “Governed by Blood”  
1 Peter 2:4-5 

 

“4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 

precious, 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

 
Sunday PM: “Ring it Out”  

Mark 16:15-16 

 

“15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

 

8/23 - NOAH DIMMERLING (2) 
8/25-KEYSHAWN DAY  

8/30-JULIE ODUM 
6-SCOTT DAVIS 
9-REGGIE BASS 

14-CLAY CULVER 
14-KENNETH SELLERS 

27-CRETA BALES 
28-VICTORIA POLANCO 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

TO BILLY & ALEXIS GAITHER ON 
SEPTEMBER 17TH!  



�AUGUST CALENDAR� 
 

25-VBS Follow Up Meeting @ 4:30 pm 

28-Ladies Bible Class @ 10:00 am, in the fellowship 
hall (Ladies Bible Class begins on page 18, Month Seven. 
Please study #'s 1-7) 
31– Men’s Workday @ 8:30 am, at the building 

 

�SEPTEMBER CALENDAR� 
 

1-Fellowship Luncheon following morning worship in 
the fellowship hall (Kitchen Group #3 will have kitchen 
duties) 
2-Office Closed for Labor Day 

4, 11, 18, 25-Ladies Bible Class @ 10:00 am, in the 
fellowship hall  
7-Men’s Breakfast @ 8:30 am, in the fellowship hall 
8-Youth Devotional following evening worship 

14-Ladies Breakfast & Workday @ 9:30 am, in the 
fellowship hall  

Our Speaker i� 
Phil McIntosh 

 

 

We want to especially welcome our visitors!  
If you are visiting, please fill  out an attendance card 
from the back of the pew directly in front of you, and 
drop it in offering box as you leave.  Thank you for 

your visit and please join us again! 

BIBLE STUDIES AND  
COUNSELING OFFERED 

 

 Bible Studies With Our Preacher Or Elders 
 

 Free Bible Correspondence 
 

 Free Marriage And Family Counseling 
 

To our visitors—Thank you for being with 
us today, and please come again! 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

ZACK PETTIES (elder):  zpetties@yahoo.com 

LEE FISHER (elder):  fisherfam79@gmail.com 

PHIL McINTOSH (pulpit ):   

kcofcpreacher@gmail.com  

Office: 254-634-7373 or email us at: kcofc@hotmail.com  

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR MILITARY & CIVILIANS 
IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
-Tim Matter is in Bogota, Columbia. 
-Diego Castro is at West Point. 
 

PLEASE KEEP THESE MEMBERS & LOVED ONES 
IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
-Donna Hines is recovering from knee surgery. 
-Barbara Hughart is having fatigue and other health issues. 
-Linda William’s friend’s husband, Howard Williams, has an 
upcoming heart repair this Wednesday, in Houston. 
-Hannah Fane’s father is waiting for biopsy results to check 
for prostate cancer this week. 
-Johnnie Smith will be traveling back from Korea this week. 
 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK & HOME 
BOUND: Alexis Gaither’s uncle; Daniella Pinewood; Lois 
Brown; Ken Sellers; Kim-Marie Seay’s sister (Vivian); previous 
visitor (Amelia Lara,); Brenda Sellers’ coworker (Rebecca 
Kennelly); Rubye Portley & sister (Sarah Brown); Millie 
Simcox; Scott Davis; Julie Odum’s brother & mother; 
Jonathan Smith’s brother & uncle; Carolyn Williams’ 
daughter (Kedrin Johnson); Lee Fisher’s brother (Jessie) & 
coworker’s husband; Shirley Wooten & daughter (Amber); 
Gary & Shirl Foster; Hannah Fane’s husband (Perlandis); Jim 
Dukes; Ralph  Hughart; Yolanda Wright; Opal Jones; Beverly 
Williams’ sister (Patsy); Mary Lou Daines’ son (Shawn), & 
niece (Deaniel); member in Georgia (Joyce Huff); Donna 
Hines’ stepmother (Darla); Vicky Polanco’s nephew 
(Christopher); Eddy Gandy; Barbara Anderson’s grandson 
(Derrick), & brother (Elijah); Glenda Boudreaux, mother, & 
friend (Brenda Estrada); Michelle McIntosh’s cousin (Nikki), 
aunt (Christy); Al & Gayle Wilson’s friends (Bill Blaine), 
(Linda Ray), & (Sherry Canes); Judy Wall’s husband, 
(James); Monica McClean's sister & brother-in-law (Janeth & 
Neville Grey); Nada Miller; the Arch family; Tim Matter's 
wife (Elda), brother (Michael), mother, aunt (Vivian), & sister's 
husband (Christopher); Josephine Spear, sisters (Rose & 
Patricia), brother, & brother-in-law (Levorn); Creta Bales’ 
cousin (Terry Jackson); Cheryl Flores’ aunt (Joy) & brother-
in-law (Raymond Flores); former members (Rey & Connie 
Cruz); Jon-Jon Simmons; Tracy Wilson’s mother (Ruth 
Hyde); Linda Deem’s nephew; Amanda Petties' sister (Jewel), 
brother (Rex), nephew (Quincy), nieces (Carrington & 
Moneisha), sister-in-law, Zack’s brother, & nephew (Darius); 
Marcella Williams & brother-in-law (Johnnie Milford); & 
Jessie Turner. 
 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON: Join us for our monthly 
Fellowship Luncheon on Sunday, September 1st, following 
morning worship in the fellowship hall. Please bring meats, 
casseroles, side dishes, & desserts (Kitchen Group #3 will 
have kitchen duties: Carla Heginbotham, Janet Bass, Joyce 
Brown, Natalie Fisher, & Beverly Williams).  
 

OFFICE CLOSED: The office will be closed on September 
2nd for Labor Day.  

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

 


